[Liposomal-amphotericin B efficacy and safety].
Liposomal amphotericin B (L-AMB), a lipid-based amphotericin B formulation, has been used in Japan since June 2006 to treat fungal infection. In the 3 years since L-AMB was launched, few reports have been made on its status. To ensure its appropriate use, we restrospectively reviewed its efficacy and safety in treating fungal infections. 25 subjects with fungal infection treated with L-AMB from April 2007 until February 2008. Of those, 16 showed clinical improvement. Elevated serum creatinine occurred in 1 and decreased serum potassium in 6. We found a positive relationship between the serum potassium decrease and L-AMB dose. Logistic regression analysis of this relationship showed that serum potassium tended to fall on day 5 to 6 of L-AMB administration. While L-AMB appears highly effective in fungal infection, it requires serum potassium monitoring to ensure patient safety.